In temperate regions of North America the study of wading birds has long centered on breeding individuals and populations (Kushlan 1992) . Less is known regarding the winter distribution and patterns of habitat and food resource use by temperate breeding wading birds. Studies of sympatric wading birds during the nonbreeding season and winter period are rare (Heitmeyer 1986, Frederick and Bildstein 1992) . Better knowledge of wintering areas and nonbreeding habitat requirements are essential and may help in the conservation of migratory wetland wading bird species (Kushlan 1992) . In Europe, it has been shown that winter conditions can influence the size of breeding bird populations the following year (Dallinga and Schoenmakers 1987) .
Wading birds have been shown to partition resources through a combination of characteristics, including habitat (Kushlan 1978) . Sympatric species of herons and ibises may partition food resources by size, food, feeding location, and behavior (Kushlan 1981, Maccarone and Parsons 1994) . Resources generally appear to be divided with a low degree of overlap among herons of different sizes (Willard 1977) , while overlap in food and habitat among some similar-sized herons can be high (Jenni 1969 , Willard 1977 , Custer and Osborn 1978 , Kent 1986 ). Seven species of sympatric ibises showed significant differences in the use of foraging habitats during the nonbreeding season in Venezuela (Frederick and Bildstein 1992 Birds not identified to species were eliminated from analysis of habitat use. Individual observations of habitats that could not be confidently classified (e.g., pool vs. pond) were not used in habitat use analysis, but individuals were tallied to obtain a total bird count for each survey.
Overall differences in use of habitat categories among all species were evaluated with a Chi-square test (Conover 1980) . Differences in the use of habitat categories by individual species were evaluated with a Chi-square goodness-of-fit test (Conover 1980 (Fig. 1) . However, numbers declined slightly and leveled off at approximately 110 (range 96-110) thereafter. The total number of wading birds observed appears to reflect the pattern of occurrence of Great Egrets more than any other species. Relatively small percentages of each species were observed on vegetative areas and exposed sand and mudflats (Fig. 2) .
Patterns of wading bird use of open-water habitat (Fig. 3, Table 1 ) were significantly different (X216 = 259.5, P < 0.001) among species. Because of small samples sizes, inlets and cuts were combined into a single category for statistical analysis, but use of these habitats is presented in Fig. 3 . All species showed differences in their use of specific habitats. Great Blue Herons used bays and lakes significantly more than expected (x24 = 227.8, P < 0.001), while using pools and ponds significantly less than expected. Great Egrets were found primarily in pools and, to a lesser extent, in lakes which they utilized more than expected, while ponds and bays were used less than expected (X24 = 233.7, P < 0.001). Reddish Egrets preferred lakes (X24 = 85.8, P < 0.001) and used pools and lakes more than expected, with ponds and bays used significantly less than expected. Snowy Egrets were most common in bays which were used more than expected (X24 = 38.7, P < 0.001). Lakes and ponds were used as expected, and ponds were used less than expected. Tricolored Herons used pools greater than expected and bays less than expected (X24 = 19.7, P < 0.001), while using lakes and ponds as expected.
We found two distinct groups in habitat use patterns based on the specific overlap index, with Great Egret-Tricolored Heron- Reddish Egret in one and Great Blue HeronSnowy Egret forming a second (Fig. 4) 
